




Quantities for other size bases may be worked out using these figures. The
golden rule is to order on the generous size when buying materials.
Excavations can seldom be measured accurately.

CEMENT
1 bag (50kg) of cement mixed with 'all-in' ballast in the ratio of 1.5 makes:
24 sq ft of concrete 3" thick or 18 sq ft of concrete 4" thick for 8' x 6' (48 sq ft)
3" thick base cement = 2 bags for 8' x 6' (48 sq ft)
4" thick base cement = 3 bags

Quantities for other size bases may be worked out using these figures.

MIXING
Try to mix alongside the base site so that the concrete can be placed by
shovel, otherwise use a wheelbarrow. Use a plastic bucket (3 gallon) for
accurately measuring materials. Use another bucket for measuring water.

Mix well in the proportion:
1 bucket of cement
5 buckets 'all-in' 20mm ballast.

Add water gradually to the mix until the whole pile is uniform in colour and
sufficiently workable to use. Do not make the mix too wet - this weakens the
concrete. Note how much water has been used and use the same quantity for
each mix. Hire a cement mixer for making large quantities of concrete.

LAYING CONCRETE
Place a layer of concrete into the formwork. Compact this down with a
rammer, taking particular care to push the concrete into the corners and
edges.

Tap the sides of the formwork with a hammer to help produce a solid edge to
the slab. Continue placing layers of concrete into the formwork and
compacting until full.

Use the tamping beam with a chopping and sawing motion across the slab,
working from one end to the other. This will level off the concrete, leaving it
flush with the top of the formwork.

The concrete should be tamped flat as it is poured. After tamping the concrete
should be smoothed out with either a wooden or a plastic float - this allows
the batons of the floor to sit evenly.

Concrete must not be allowed to dry out too quickly or be damaged by frost
whilst wet. Cover with plastic sheeting until the concrete is hard and spray
with water for several days to allow it to dry out slowly.

When base is ready, remove the formwork and tidy around the base ready for
delivery of your new building. Fill the 6" (150mm) around the edge of your new
base with pea shingle to prevent 'splash-back' as rain drips to the floor.

If you encounter any problems with constructing a base. Titan would be
pleased to answer any of your questions or provide any advice that would

assist your assembly. 
Call 01483 224186 or www.titangardenbuildings.com


